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1. New Buildings

PARTICIPATORY PROCESS AND COOPERATION
The project has been carried out through a participatory metho-
dology developed in phases (the step-by-step method): during 
the research stage we got to know the territory and the commu-
nity, weaving links with local stakeholders - such as the munici-
pality and the local ministry of education. 

The architectural proposal was generated through an ethnogra-
phic approach and participatory workshops. In the first stage, 
“observation surveys” were developed to learn about the teaching 
dynamics in this community. This resulted in the importance of 
outdoor learning spaces and local customs as part of how the 
space is inhabited. In a second stage, worktables were held with 
parents to reflect on the good living of the native peoples, leading 
to the consideration that the school is the heart of the communi-
ty, the soul of preservation of the Nomatsigenga knowledge and 
territory. These workshops helped build, with the community, the 
role and symbolic value of the school.  The design proposal sou-
ght to make these learnings visible in its spatiality.  

During the construction stage, we worked with specialized mason-
ry masters and the community members to carry out the work, 
generating an exchange of knowledge and promoting local work. 

Finally, one of the main reflections from this project was about 
the role that a public infrastructure plays in a rural community in 
the jungle. The school must be understood as a space not only 
in its physical construction but also in its symbolic construction 
of belonging, identity and struggle for the right to other ways of 
living.

CRAFTS WORKSHOPS
In the case of the Alto Anapati preschool, the community acti-
vely participated in the creation of arts and crafts, using every-
day objects that were repurposed for the school. The idea is that 
children recognize objects and materials from home that they’re 
used to, and school feels like a safe and familiar place, like a se-
cond home.BACKGROUND 

The Alto Anapati preschool project is located in a Nomatsigenga 
native community in the central jungle of Peru. The school, foun-
ded in 2008, was in precarious conditions and at risk of flooding. 
In 2021, thanks to funds from the local government and the in-
ternational cooperation, the project became a reality, generating 
access to education for more than 50 children and providing a 
community space for 86 families. 

DESIGN
The building is located in the access area to the community and 
is organized in two blocks. On the southwest side is located the 
block containing the multipurpose room, the administrative area, 
the kitchen, and the toilets. The multipurpose room, a classroom 
without walls, is directly connected to the “Aula bosque” (forest 
classroom) - a space designed as an outdoor classroom. On the 
east side is the block of classrooms, which through large sliding 
partitions, opens to outdoor areas that are part of the learning 
space. All the enclosures are designed as dissolving boundaries 
that connect the interior with the exterior. The school does not 
limit itself to observing the landscape but becomes part of it. 
Most of the materials used in the project are locally sourced, in-
cluding wood, clay bricks, river stones - keeping local production 
and craftsmanship active. The building is inserted in the context 
through an architecture of low environmental impact and in com-
pliance with the sustainability and maintenance possibilities of 
the community. 
All the spaces are connected to each other through a covered cor-
ridor where ramps allow access to the different levels. The envi-
ronments are designed from the perspective of native children, so 
that they feel welcomed both in relation to the use of the spaces 
and their cultural background.

Alto Anapati Nursery School

The school is the heart of the community, a place for the preservation of Nomatsigenga knowledge. 
The design was carried out through participatory workshops, focused on native children’s habits.

Asociación Semillas para el desarrollo 
sostenible

Funding: Fly and Help, 
Municipalidad distrital de Pangoa
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

1 Administration   

2 Public Toilet
   
3 Kitchen

4 Storage

5 Multipurpose space
   
6 Green class

7 Classroom

8 Children’s toilet

9  Sensory stimulation area

10 School vegetable garden
     
11 Playground
   
12 Scolar farmland    
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16:00 / Greetings 

16:00 – 16:30

Ilias Pertzinidis, President of Technical Chamber of Greece/Central Macedonia 
Section (TCG/CMS – TEE/TKM)
Konstantinos Gioulekas, Deputy Minister of the Interior for Macedonia and 
Thrace 
Georgios Stasinos, President of Technical Chamber of Greece (TCG - TEE)
Konstantinos Makedos, President of the Fund of Engineers and Public Works 
Contractors (FEPWC – TMEDE) Vice Chairperson Α΄ of Attika Bank
Dimitris Xynomilakis, President of the Association of Architects with 
Diplomas from Tertiary Education Institutions – Panhellenic Architects’ 
Association (AADTE/PAA – SADAS/PEA)
Jerzy Grochulski, Vice-President of UIA/Region II 
Fani Vavili, President of UIA/Greek Section 

16:30 / Presentations

16.30 – 16:50
“Inclusivity as a resource of new architectural ideas”
Nikolas Patsavos, Chair of Dept. of Architecture University of Ioannina, CRISIS 
Research Lab Director, Associate Professor

16:50 – 17:10
“Ableism and architecture”
Mantha Zarmakoupi, The Morris Russell and Josephine Chidsey Williams 
Assistant Professor in Roman Architecture, Department of the History of Art, 
University of Pennsylvania

17:10 – 17:30
“A City for All: Barrier-Free Mobility as a Key Pillar of Sustainable 
Urban Mobility”
Maria Morfoulaki, Dr. Senior Functional Research Scientist, Dipl. Civil Engineer, 
M.Sc. in Systems Simulation, Ph.D. Transport Engineer, Centre for Research and 
Technology Hellas (CERTH) / Hellenic Institute of Transport (HIT)

17:30 – 17:50
“Accessibility as factor of quality of life”
Stelios Kympouropoulos, Dr. of Psychiatry, M.Sc. in Mental Health Promotion 
and Prevention of Psychiatric Disorders, former Member of the European 
Parliament, former Associate Curator at the 2nd University Psychiatric Clinic, 
“Attikon” University General Hospital, co-founder of the Independent Living 
Organization of Greece “i-Living”, member of the Board of Directors of the 
European Network on Independent Living (ENIL)

17:50 – 18:10
“Friendly and Inclusive Spaces’ Awards” 
Memory, Oblivion, and the Public Realm: Toward a Design for All
A critical exploration of how public interest projects address 
inclusive design
Sotiris N. Papadopoulos, Dipl. Architect AUTH, M. Arch University of Toronto, 
Canada, Deputy Director UIA “Architecture for All” program, Region II, UIA, 2023-
2026 & member of the program since 2005

18:15 – 18:45

Discussion  

18:45 / Opening of the UIA Awards Exhibition

19:00 / Reception  


