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Ayarninté Niko

Y€ EUXAPLOTOUE yla TNV TPowBNon autoUu Tou TPOoPARUATOC TNV Emtpor APXITEKTOVIKWY
Alaywvicpwv tng AEA, dedopévou OTL avadEpeTal otnv SLEVEPYELA OPXLTEKTOVIKWY
SLOyWVIOUWVY KOl 0TO SLOYWVLOTIKY) VOOTPOTILa 0 VOl KpATOG EAOC. TO AVUUA 00U UG
AUTinoe BaBbLd. MpoKeLTaL yla Lo TPOortr) anapadeKTn yLo TOUG APXLITEKTOVEC KL YLa TIG
OPXLTEKTOVIKEG afieg otnv EANGSa.

Eav 0Aa ta €pya pe xpnuatodotnon dnpooiou f and tnv Eupwrnaikr Tpamnela Enevéloswv
KoL AAAa Wpupata ou avadépovtal otn vopobeaoia e€atpouvtal amd Tnv UTToXPEWCN
Sle€aywyng SLaywvIoHoU apXITEKTOVIKOU oXeSLOGUOU, AVOpWTLOUAOTE Tola (6N, dnuoctwy
1 KOWWV LOLWTIKWV-SnuooLwy £pywv, Sev xpeldlovtal xpnpatodotnon amnod to Wpupata mou
avadEpovtal oTo VOO Kal Ba pmopoloayv va armoTeAECOUV AVTLKEILEVO SLOYWVIOUWY
apxLtektovikoU oxedlaopol. Ta épya mou xpelalovtal xpnuatodotnon anoteAolv oiyoupa
v mAsoPnodia. H ebpappoyn Tou véou VOUOU onpaivel OTL oL apyLTEKTOVIKOL Slaywviopol
TIPOKTLKA KOTOPYOUVTALY.

Mag eKTTAROCEL ETIIONC 0 KOATAAOYOC TWV EPYOCLWY TIOU £€0LpOoUVTAL ATO TNV UTIOXPEWON
Sle€aywyng apXLTEKTOVIKWY SLaywvIopwy. NepAapuBAvel onUAVTIKA TTAPKA, LOTOPLKEG
TAQTELEG KOl 0P OLOAOYLIKOUG TOTIOUC, OTNV TIPAYUATIKOTNTO Ta TILo evaicOnta £épya, tou
amnattouy napepPacelg Woiaitepa uPNANRg moldTNTOC.

Aev tépaoe TOAUG KOLPOC, ard Tov Mepoopévo AmpiAlo, tou n AEA ( ICC) aoxoAndnke pe TIg
npoodatec napeppaocelg oto AdPo tnG AKpOToANG Kal PUOCLKA TIPOTELVE Eva SLebvr)
QPXLTEKTOVLKO SLAYWVLOUO, LE TN CUMUETOXH OPXOLOAOYWY VLA TNV TIPOETOLUAGIN TOU, WG TNV
KoTaAAnAOTEPN TPOCEYYLON YLlo TNV e€eUpeon TG PEATIOTNC AUONG, TIPOKELUEVOU yLa Eval
pvnueio mMoykOoULOG KANPOVOLLAG.

YUpdwva pe T véo Beoutko mAaiolo otnv EAAASa, dtav ol peAéteg kataptilovtal ano
TEXVLKEG UTtNPEOieg SNUOOLAC apXNG, UTIOYEYPOUUEVES OO ApXLTEKTOVA Kol EPOCOV TO
Kevtpko JupBoUAL0 APXLTEKTOVIKAG €£6WOE YyVWHN Yol UTEG, Sev gival Suvatdc Evag
OPXLTEKTOVLKOC SLaywVIoHOG. Auth n dldtagn e€aleidel kABe emayyeApATIK KoL
SNUOKPATIKY) oUTATNON OXETIKA e TN AUON Kol armokAEieL Evav aveEApTnTo EAEYXO TNG
ToLOTNTAC TNG.

OL apyttektovikol Staywviopol eival pia Stadtkaoia emiAoyng AUCEWV YLt OPYLTEKTOVLKEC
UTtNPEOLEC Baclopévn otny oLOTNTA, AOTEAOUV TOV KAAUTEPO TPOTIO VLA ATIOXTH|OOUE
molotnTag oto Sopnuévo meptBaiov. Evag apyLTEKTOVIKOC SLAYWVLOHOG TIOPEXEL TNV
BEATiotn AUGN O€ €VOl GUYKEKPLUEVO €PYO, TIOU ETUAEYETAL AVALECO ATIO TTIOAAEG GULLETOXEG



QIO TNV KPLTIKN EMLTPON), amnod pia mAsoPpndia avaueoa os aveéApTNTOUC EMAYYEAUOTIEC.
H cUyKpLon MOAQTAWY TIPOTACEWV EMLTPEMEL OTNV KPLTLKN ETMLTPOTA Vo UTIOSELEEL e
olyoupld tnv KaAutepn AUon. Emopévwe eyyuatal tnv uPpnAn agia kat to BEATIoTO OXESLO
ylaL TOV KUPLO TOU €PYOU, TOUG XPHOTEG KOL TNV KOWwvia.

OL KaVOVEG SLeCoyWwYNG APXLTEKTOVIKWY SLOYWVIoHWVY Xapaktnpilovial amo tnv apxn tng
avwvu piag, Tng Stadavelag, Tng long HeTaxeiplong kot TnG EAAePnG Stakpioswv. Eival
ETOMEVWG TO KOAUTEPA OTTAQL KOTA TG StadBopdg. EmumA£ov, oL avolyTtol ap)LtekToviKol
Slaywviopol mpoodEpouv povadikh ukatpia yla Ty avadelfn KavoTtopwy LOEWV Kal TV
npowBnon véwv TaAéviwy. Kabe xwpa mpémel va S1vel TNV UKaALpla 08 VEOUG OPXLITEKTOVEG
Vo avaSELKVUOUV TIG TPOTACELS TOUG e Baon tnv PpAaPeuact] TOUG O aPXLTEKTOVLKO
Slaywviouo.

OL eUPWMAIKEG SNUOOCLEC APXEC TIPETIEL VOl GUVATTTOUV CUUGWVIA TIPOKELUEVOU VOl
emBpaPfelovv cUUPACELG TTOPOXAG OPXLTEKTOVIKWVY UTINPECLWVY. Mo TIVEUUATIKEG UTINPEGLEC
KOLL ELSLKOTEPA YL APXLTEKTOVLKA £pya, N KATAAANAN pLopdn yla va cupdwvouv givat n
Sle€aywyn aPXITEKTOVIKWY SLOYWVICUWY, TIOU VA ETILKEVTPWVOVTAL TNV TOLOTNTA TWV
TIPOTACEWV KAl OXL OTLC PO dOpPEC TTOU £0TLALOUV oTNV TIUn. Téoo n ZAE (ACE - ZupBoUALo
Apxltektovwy tn¢ Eupwrng) 6co katl n AEA (UIA - AleBvig Evwon ApxLtektovwy)
ouppepifovrat katl umtootnpilouv amod Kool authyv tn B€on. EmumAéov, evodel twy 17
oTOXWV Tou OHE yla t Blwotpun avamtuén, mou KaAeital va eritiyxel oAOKANPOC 0 KOGLOG,
Sev amoteAel untevBUVN oTtdon va avatiBevtal CUPPBACELG YL APXLITEKTOVLKEG UTINPECIEG OTN
XAUNAOTEPN TN avTl TNG KaAutepng Alonc.

H anddaon tng eAANVIKAG KUBEPVNONG VA KATAPYNOEL TIPOKTLKA TOUG QPXLTEKTOVIKOUG
SloywvIopoUG elval eVIEAWC aVTIOETN e TOUG TPEXOVTEC TTOALTIKOUC OTOXOUG KAL TNV
OPXLTEKTOVLKN TIPAKTIKA o€ SleBVEG emtimedo. O MOALTIKOG AOYOG CriUEPO OTNV EUPWTIN LIE TLG
npwrtoPoulieg Twv Baukultur kat Néou Eupwmaikou Bauhaus avayvwpilet 6tL n uPnAn
moLotNTa Tou Sopnuévou neptBailovtog anoteAsl avaykalotnta Snpociou cupdEpovTog.
OL apyttektovikol dlaywviopol eival to kaAutepo epyaleio yla tnv e€eUpeon KATAAANAwWY
AUOCEWV Lo TA APXLTEKTOVIKA €pyaL.

AuTIoULOOTE EALKPLVA YLa TN VEQ EAANVLKE VOooBeaia Kal ouvioToU e averidpUAAKTO OTOUG
‘EAAnvec ouvadéldouc pag va evUEPWOOUV TOG0 Toug MNpogédpouc tng UIA 6oo kat tnv ACE,
wote Kot ol Vo Opyaviopot va urtootnpiéouv amod kowvou to Méhog TUAa tng EAANVLIKAG
UIA kat tnv Evwon Apxttektovwy (ZAAAZ) oTLC TPOOTIABELEG TOUG VA EMAVADEPOUV TOUG
OPXLTEKTOVLKOUC Slaywviopolg otnv eAAnvikn vopoBeoia Kat va emituyouv eupsia xpron
auTtoU Tou ToAUTIHOU gpyaleiou yla tn BeAtiwon tng moldTnTag Tou Sopnuévou
nepBaAlovtog

Me toug PIALKOUG HaG XALPETIOUOUG

Regina Gonthier kat Jerzy Grochulski

YuvbleuBuvtég AEA
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O£pa: Support for Architectural
Competitions in Greece

Dear UIA Vice-President Region Il
Dear Nikos

Thank you for addressing this problem to
the UIA International Competition
Commission (ICC), since it concerns the
practice of architectural design
competitions and competition culture in a
Member Section. Your message saddened
us deeply. This is an unacceptable turn for
architects and architectural quality in
Greece.

If all projects with public funding or
financed by the European Investment Bank
and further institutions listed in the law are
exempted from the obligation to conduct
an architectural design competition,

we wonder which kind of public or joint
private-public projects do not need funding
from the institutions mentioned in the law
and could be the object of architectural
design competitions. Projects requesting
funding certainly constitute the majority.
The implementation of the new law means
that architectural design competitions are
practically abolished.

Astonishing is also the list of the tasks for
which architectural design competitions are
excluded. It includes important parks,
historical squares and archeological sites, in
fact most sensitive tasks requesting
particularly high quality interventions.

Not long ago, last April, the ICC

was contacted in regard to the recent
interventions on the Acropolis hill and
recommended of course an international
architectural design competition with
involvement of archeologists for the
preparation of the brief as the most
appropriate approach to find the best
solution when dealing with a world
heritage monument.

According to the new legal situation in
Greece, when the studies are established by
technical services of public authority, signed
by an Architect and the Central Council of



Architecture has issued an opinion on them,
an architectural design competition is not
possible. Such provision eliminates any
professional and democratic discussion
about the solution and excludes an
independent control of its quality.

Architectural design competitions are a
quality-based and solution-oriented
selection procedure for
architectural services, the best way to
achieve quality in the built environment. A
design competition provides the best
solution for a concrete task, selected from
among several entries by the jury, with a
majority of independent professionals. The
comparison of multiple projects enables the
jury to recommend with assurance the best
solution. Therefore it guarantees high value
and the optimal concept for the client, the
users and the society.

The rules for the conduct of architectural
design competitions are characterized by
the principle of anonymity,
transparency, equal treatment, and non-
discrimination. They are thus the best
weapons against corruption. Furthermore
open architectural design competitions
offer enchanted opportunity for emergence
of innovative ideas and promote new
talents. Every country must give the
opportunity to young architects to found
their practices on the basis of a won
architectural design competition.

European public authorities must conduct
a concurrence in order to award a contract
for architectural services. For intellectual
services and in particular architectural tasks
the appropriate form of concurrence are
design competitions, which focus on the
quality of the proposals and not offers,
which focus on the price. Both ACE
(Architects Council of Europe) and UIA
(International Union of Architects) share
and advocate in common this position. But
also in view of the UN 17SDG'’s (sustainable
development goals) the whole world is
challenged to attain, it is not responsible to



award contracts for architectural services to
the lowest price instead of the best solution.

The decision of the Greek Government to
practically abolish the architectural design
competition is totally against the current of
political goals and architectural practice at
international level. The political discourse
today in Europe with the Baukultur and New
European Bauhaus initiatives
recognizes that high quality of the built
environment is a necessity of public
interest. Design competitions are the best
toolto find suitable solutions to
architectural tasks.

We sincerely deplore the new Greek
legislation and highly recommend to our
Greek Colleagues to inform both the
Presidents of UIA and ACE in order that both
Organisations jointly support the Greek UIA
Member Section and the Association of
Architects (SADAS) in their efforts to
reintroduce architectural design
competitions in the Greek legislation and
achieve broad use of this precious tool for
improving the quality of the built
environment.

Best regards
Regina Gonthier and Jerzy Grochulski
ICC Co-Directors



