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Introduction 



Welcome to the seventh issue of ACE Info in 2007.  The ACE welcomes feedback and comments on the content of this publication, so please feel free to write to us at info@ace-cae.org 

This issue is also available in French.

ACE Conference 2008
You can now register to participate in the ACE Conference on the 10th April 2008 by going to the following webpage:


http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/cnf/conf_info.html


Core Issues 



The European Parliament Takes Stock of the Services Directive
[image: image1.jpg]


Despite the fact that the Services Directive (2006/123/EC) is still not in force in the EU, the European Parliament took stock, on the 26th November last, of many of its provisions.  This matter is of note because it demonstrates the very high expectations that the Parliament places in the provisions of the directive.  It carried out the stocktaking exercise in order to draw attention to the fact that almost one third of the transposition period agreed for the Directive has elapsed and to mark the point that it intends to continue to track transposition actions across the EU.

The exercise also served to clarify some of the main changes that the Directive will bring.  In particular, the debate highlighted the fact that the “Points of single contact” required to be set up by Member States cannot be simple information points, they must provide real assistance and advice and permit persons to actually complete the procedures that they are required to complete in order to provide their services in the relevant country.  Lastly, the Commission gave a presentation of its Internal Market Information (IMI) system to the Parliament and announced that it will be launching a pilot phase for the incorporation of the provisions of the Services Directive during 2008.  The ACE has already signalled to the Commission that the architectural profession would like to be included as one of the professions in this pilot phase.

The ACE and the EAAE Petition the Upcoming EU Presidencies on the Duration of Studies 
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As reported in ACE Info 6/07, the Directive on the recognition of Professional Qualifications came into force on the 20th October last.  The ACE has several concerns about the provisions of the directive and about their impact on recognition procedures for qualifications in architecture.  One of these is the mismatch between the provisions for the minimum duration of studies in architecture as noted in Article 46 (1) of the Directive and the evolving impact of the application of the Bologna Process on architectural studies.  The fact is that all schools of architecture in Europe that provide academic training for architecture have courses whose duration is longer than the minimum of 4 years set down in the directive.  Furthermore the vast majority of schools have adopted the two cycle approach required by the Bologna Process as a Bachelor of 3 years followed by a Masters of 2 years, giving an overall duration of studies of 5 years.  This is for good reason as the level of knowledge and skills required of architects by society is rightfully very high.

Wishing to see this anomaly resolved, the ACE has, in the context of the long-established Joint Working Party, collaborated with the European Association for Architectural Education (EAAE) to petition the upcoming Slovenian and French Presidencies of the EU to address the issue with the other Member states.  The joint position paper calls for the revision of the directive to change the required minimum duration of studies from 4 years to 5 years.  It is expected that the issue will be taken up and that there is a likelihood of progress within a relatively short space of time.

The position paper can be downloaded from the website of the ACE at the following address:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/download/reference/JWP_Joint_Statement.pdf
To download a copy of the directive, go to:

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/lex/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:255:SOM:EN:HTML 

The Commission Adopts Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan
The European Commission adopted, on the 22nd November, a Communication that aims to redress the EU trend of reducing energy research budgets and improving what is seen by it as a lack of effective coordination in the research that is being carried out across Europe.  The Communication sets out a number of key challenges for the EU to face in the next 10 years if it is to meet the energy and climate change objectives that it has set itself for 2020 and for 2050.  The Commission proposes a number of actions that will seek to bring coherence to the issue and ensure that adequate attention is paid to the development of appropriate strategic energy technologies in Europe so as to ensure that it remains a world leader in this field.

To read the Communication, go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/setplan/communication_2007_en.htm 



ACE Matters 



The ACE General Assembly Elects President for 2008-2009
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The Finnish architect, Juhani Katainen was elected by the General Assembly of the ACE as President for the years 2008 and 2009.  He will succeed Jean-François Susini, who was the first elected President of the ACE and was not running again, when he takes up his functions on the 1st January 2008.  Juhani Katainen served as President of the ACE in 2002 by virtue of his nomination under the rotation system that was in operation at the time and so becomes the first person to be twice the President of the ACE.

At the same General Assembly, five members of the Board were also elected.  They are: Vincent Cassar (MT), Olgierd Dziekonski (PL), Jordi Querol (ES), Jean-Paul Scalabre (FR) and John Wright (UK).  They will join the existing members who are about to serve their second year on the Board as members by rotation, being Pedro Guilherme (PT), Wolfgang Haack (DE), Vladimir Krajcar (SI) and Georg Pendl (AT).  Roles for the members of the Executive Board will be decided at its first meeting in 2008, scheduled for the 18th and 19th January.

The ACE is pleased to inform the readership of ACE Info that Olgierd Dziekonski, just re-elected to the Executive Board of the ACE, has been appointed to the government of the newly elected Polish Prime Minister, Donald Tusk.  He will serve as Under-State Secretary responsible for infrastructures, construction and housing.

New President for the RIAI (IE)
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The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI), an active and committed Member of the ACE,[ has announced that its President for 2008 and 2009 will be Sean O’Laoire, a well-known and respected Irish architect whose practice, Murray O’Laoire, has extensive experience in international markets.  He succeeds James Pike who served as President for 2006 and 2007.

ACE Events and Meetings in January and February 2008:
First Executive Board Meeting in 2008 – 18th and 19th January – Brussels

Tenth Meeting of the ACE-EAAE Joint Working Party – 15th February – Brussels

Finance Committee Meeting – 29th February – Brussels

Second Executive Board Meeting – 29th February and 1st March – Brussels



Other Matters 



GDP “Outdated as an Indicator of Wellbeing
The European Commission is working on a new tool to measure the wealth and wellbeing of countries that goes beyond the traditional Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  The new tool will aim to measure true progress, taking environmental and social indicators into consideration.  The ACE welcomes this move as it has long believed that the purely economic nature of the GDP as a tool to indicate prosperity has significant shortcomings, particularly in environment and social terms.  The Commission announced, on the 19th November, that it will present a Communication in 2008 that will contain a concrete roadmap for action on the issue.  The matter was also the subject of a recent high-level Conference, opened by President Barroso, under the titles of “Beyond GDP – Measuring progress, true wealth and the wellbeing of nations” that aimed at highlighting the fact that a move towards a low-carbon economy, preserving biodiversity, promoting resource efficiency and achieving social cohesion are as important as economic growth in today’s world.  For more on the Conference go to:

http://www.beyond-gdp.eu/ 

Commission Review of the Single Market
The European Commission has now completed a wide-ranging review of the Single Market and it has announced a number of conclusions from the work it undertook.  The review was launched in May 2006 and the final Communication entitled “A single market for the 21st Century” was adopted by the Commission on the 20th November 2007.  The Communication proposes that there are a number of measures required to empower consumers and small businesses as these are the identified future drivers of the Single Market.  In fact the Commission proposes the preparation and adoption of a “Small Business Act” as one of the principal measures that the EU should adopt.  The Communication also speaks about 23 “malfunctioning” sectors that are considered to be “inefficient” because they are trailing behind the US in terms of productivity or because consumers are unhappy with the service they are currently getting.

To download the Communication, go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens_agenda/docs/com_2007_0724_en.pdf 

Member States give their Unanimous Support to European Culture Agenda
On the 16th November, the culture ministers of the EU gave their warm and unanimous support to the European culture agenda that was adopted last May by the European Commission.  The agenda contains three objectives: promoting cultural diversity and inter-cultural dialogue, promoting culture as a catalyst of creativity within the framework of the Lisbon Strategy and promoting culture as a vital element of the international relations of the Union.  The Commissioner responsible for culture expressed his satisfaction with this strong support saying that it “marks the start of a new era for cooperation between the Commission, the Member states ad the cultural stakeholders.  As the architectural profession is considered to be a “Cultural industry” (see ACE Info 8/06), the ACE looks forward to increased collaboration with the Commission in the field of culture, notably in the context of the Conference it organises on 10th April 2008 (see above), particularly as 2008 is to be the European Year of Inter-cultural Dialogue and that Culture is one of the main themes for the ACE Conference in April.  The topic was also on the agenda of the EU Summit on 14th December. To download the text of the Commission Communication, go to:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0242en01.pdf 

The EU Commission Fines Flat Glass Cartel
On the 28th November, Neelie Kroes announced that four major international producers of flat glass had been fined a total of €486.9 million for taking part in a cartel in 2004 and 2005.  The companies that were fined are Asahi Co. Ltd of Japan, the American Guardian, Pilkington of the United Kingdom and the French producer St. Gobain, which hold 80% of the European flat glass market between them.  The Commissioner was at pains to stress that the Commission had launched this particular investigation under its own initiative without being alerted to the cartel by one of its members saying that “Companies that engage in cartels will be found out, whether or not one of their members blows the whistle or not”.
New President for the French Network of Maisons de l’Architecture
Cloud de Grandpré was elected President of the French Network of Maisons de l’Architecture to succeed Lionel Dunet who was recently elected President of the French National Council of Architects’ Orders (see ACE Info 6/07).  Cloud de Grandpré has been Secretary of the Network since its foundation in 2004 and is widely respected in the field.  The network seeks to bring knowledge of the benefits and richness of architecture to policy makers and to the public at large.  To learn more, go to:

http://www.ma-lereseau.org/ 

EIB Support for Efforts to Improve Urban Environment in Venice
The European Investment Bank (EIB) has just lent €120 million to finance infrastructure work for urban development and environmental sustainability in Venice.  The works to be carried out will be undertaken by companies in the control of the Municipality of Venice and will permit significant works to improve the urban environment to take place.

Patchy Progress by Member States on Energy Efficiency
The European Commission has issued a raft of infringement proceedings – 59 in total – against Member States for their failure to properly implement the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) and the directive on Eco-design of Energy Using Products.  For the buildings sector it seems that real and perceived high costs, lack of technical skills and expertise, conflicting national measures and low public acceptance explain why 20 EU Member States have yet to implement the EPBD.  This is the situation as reported by the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors in a recent report that it has published on the state of play in relation to the implementation of the EPBD.  To download the report go to:

http://www.rics.org/NR/rdonlyres/E7442E21-61B6-4A3B-BE28-DB7A07921EB6/0/40277EPBDonlineguideweb.pdf 

Public Procurement: New Classification System Launched
The European Commission has adopted a Regulation that updates the Common Procurement Vocabulary (CPV), which is the EU-wide classification system for public procurement contracts.  The new system will take into account recent developments in technology, making it easier for businesses and SMEs to sell their products and services to public authorities across the EU.  The new version is said to be more user-friendly and can be accessed at:

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/e-procurement_en.htm#cpv 



Publications 



People Can’t Live in Museums
A new paper on sustainable historic city centres has been published by Michiel van Iersel.  It examines the question of how the tourism boom has forced many historic cities such as Venice to isolate, conserve and package its built heritage for mass consumption.  Arguing that such an approach does not necessarily guarantee a sustainable future for such cities, he stresses the need for alternatives to the isolation and conservation philosophy that seems to prevail at the present time.  to download the paper go to:

http://www.eukn.org/binaries/eukn/eukn/research/2007/11/people-can-t-live-in-museums.pdf 



Events 



ACE Conference – Designing the Future: The Market and Quality of Life
The ACE is holding a major international conference in Brussels on the 10th April next (see above).  It will address some of the key issues affecting the quality of life for EU citizens, concentrating on the positive contribution that high quality in the built environment can have on that quality.  To get more information on the themes of the conference go to:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/cnf/conf_info.html
ACR+ International Conference on Waste and Climate Change
To be held in London on the 31st January and 1st February 2008, this conference will explore the role that waste management has to play in climate change.  Full details at:

http://www.acrplus.org/index.asp?page=319 

SB07MED&EXPO
To be held in Athens from the 10th to the 12th January 2008, this event will be part of the SB07 regional events series for the preparation of the Global Sustainable Building 2008 Conference to be held in September 2008 in Melbourne.  For full details go to:

http://www.sd-med.com/article-11453956.html 

4th Forum on Eco-Innovation: “Unlocking global market opportunities”
To be held in Vienna on the 31st January and the 1st February 2008, this event will continue the reflections undertaken during the first thee forums that bring support to the actions of the Environmental Technologies Action Plan, a field in which Europe is he acknowledged world leader.  For details go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoinnovation2008/1st_forum/index_en.htm 

Greening the Economy – New Energy for Business
To be held on the 21st and 22nd February in Brussels, this Conference will provide a platform for dialogue between business leaders and policymakers and will address the pressing questions that business must now address in relation to climate change and the need for greater energy efficiency.  For full details go to:

http://www.ebsummit.eu 

The Building of Europe – A Vision on Heritage
Being organised by Europa Nostra, this is an exhibition of photographs as part of the Europalia.Europe event in Brussels.  The exhibition will open on the 20th December 2007 and run until the 15th February 2008.  Full information at:

http://www.europanostra.org/lang_en/index.html 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues
The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:

http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 

UIA Turin 2008 – Congress Website 
The next triennial UIA (International Union of Architects) Congress is to be held in Turin from the 29th June to the 3rd July 2008 at the Lingotto, once the main factory for Fiat and converted in recent times to a convention centre by the well-renowned architect Renzo Piano.  The website for the Congress has now been opened at:

http://www.uia2008torino.org/ 



Useful links 



European Commission homepage

http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

Search page for Commission documents

http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

The Barroso Commission:

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

Website of the Slovenian Presidency

http://www.eu2008.si/info/en/ 

Website of the Portuguese Presidency

http://www.eu2007.pt/UE/vEN/
European Forum for Architectural Policies

http://www.architecture-forum.net 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:

http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

Sustainable building website

www.sustainablebuilding.info
Collegi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:

http://www.coac.net/international/ 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:

http://www.archieuro.archiworld.it
Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:

http://www.ectp.org
Register of Expert Groups of the European Commission:

http://ec.europa.eu/comm/secretariat_general/regexp/ 

ArchiEuropa website – comparative information on practice of architecture:

http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

Archi-Student website – a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:

www.archi-students.org 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):

http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

Website of the UIA Practice Commission – contains useful information on the work of the global architectural association, UIA, on practice related issues:

www.aia.org/about_uia 

ACE Website:

http://www.ace-cae.org
Useful tip:
In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: “_en”.  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of “en”) and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

French _fr                              German _de              Danish _da               Swedish _sv

Italian _it                                Spanish _es              Greek _el                  Dutch _nl

Portuguese _pt                     Finnish _fi                  Czech _cs                 Maltese _mt

Estonian _et              

Latvian _lv                 Lithuanian _lt             Polish _pl

Hungarian _hu                      
Slovene _sl               
Slovak _sk                












Bulgarian _bg

Romanian _ro



Editor’s note 



The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:

The ACE President:                                    
Jean-François Susini

The ACE Vice-President                            
Luciano Lazzari

The Secretary General of the ACE:               Alain Sagne

Senior Adviser to the ACE:                            Adrian Joyce

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about ten editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.
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