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Editorial:
Welcome to the third edition of ACE Info in 2009 in which you will be able to read about the developments that affect the built environment and the architectural profession as they are occurring across the EU.  The ACE continues to be concerned about the effects of the global recession on the architectural profession and it has decided to launch a snapshot survey of its impact on the profession across Europe.  The results of the survey will be presented to the General Assembly of the ACE scheduled to take place in Helsinki on the 24th April.

In considering the current crisis, it is pertinent to consider what indicators have led statisticians, economists and politicians to declare that the world economy is in decline.  The answer is that the only indicator used by them is Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  However, this measure of prosperity is coming under increasing attack and it is a matter on which ACE Info has reported in the past (see ACE Info 1-08).  Furthermore, the questioning of the use of GDP as the only measure of prosperity has already been called into question in the past.  Most notably, the Editor of Bulletin Quotidien Europe, Ferdinando Riccardi (FR) recently recalled (in a paraphrased manner) the words of Bobby Kennedy, delivered in 1968 when he said that GDP calculates:

"...pollution, cigarette advertising, ambulances that are driven to motorways to clean up their victims, destruction of forests, television programmes that glorify violence in order to sell toys.  It does not take account of children's health, their joy in playing, the intelligence of a public debate, a sense of humour, courage, love of one's country.  In short, GDP calculates everything except that which gives value to life".

In his editorial, FR goes on to give an example that clearly demonstrates that when GDP goes up, quality of life goes down.  It not certain that such a simple correlation can be relied upon in all cases, but the idea that GDP is the only reliable foundation for policy making and for measuring prosperity must be challenged.  The ACE promotes, among much else, the concept that policies should always be assessed against criteria that will test whether the policy will improve quality of life and the quality of the built environment.  It therefore supports the extension of the debate and deliberations on what might replace GDP as a measure for prosperity and it eagerly awaits the outcome and proposals that will arise from the work instigated by French President, Nicholas Sarkozy and that is being led by the economists Jean-Paul Fitoussi , Joesph Stiglitz and Amartya Sen (the latter are Nobel Prize laureates), due in the coming months.

In the meantime, the ACE is pursuing its work, now also in cooperation with the European Commission (DG Regional Policy), on the development of indicators for the quality of the built environment and is, in these difficult economic times, intensifying its promotion of the need to ensure that procurement of building projects and particularly of architectural services is based on quality criteria and not on the lowest price.  During hard times there is often a tendency to take easy options, but experience shows that such approaches are short sighted and will always cost more in the end.  In hard times we need the courage to promote holistic, quality-based approaches, especially for our built environment.

This edition is also available in French.
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	In a curious concurrence of events, the ACE learnt of a Contract Notice that was published by the European Commission (Office for Infrastructure and Buildings) seeking to appoint architectural firms on the basis of lowest price only in the same week as the Commission announced the results of an urban design competition to completely overhaul the European Quarter in Brussels.

The Contract Notice sought to appoint architectural firms to give a mix of services that included the execution of building projects for renovations of the Commissions' own buildings, technical assistance in relation to projects and assistance in the organisation of architectural design contests.  The only award criteria mentioned in the Notice was lowest price.The ACE immediately wrote to the Commission to express its astonishment and it pointed out 


that appointment of architectural firms on the basis of lowest price only went against the objectives of its own Buildings Policy through which it has committed to improving the quality of its presence in Brussels and in other EU cities where it occupies buildings.  The ACE emphasised that architectural services are best procured on the basis of quality-oriented criteria.
In contrast to this, the concurrent announcement (by the Commission and the Brussels-Capital region) that the team led by the French architect, Christian de Portzamparc had been selected, after an urban design contest in which quality issues were the principal award criteria used, showed a highly contradictory approach by the Commission to its Buildings Policy.  The scheme proposed by Portzamparc will, if realised, transform the dull European Quarter in Brussels into a truly vibrant urban quarter - an objective that is warmly welcomed by the ACE.  It is hoped that the Commission will take account of the concerns raised by the ACE and ensure that future Contract Notices do not restrict award criteria to lowest price only.  
To read more on the winning designs of Portzamparc and its partners, go to:
http://www.lecho.be/actualite/belgique/De_Portzamparc_redessinera_la_rue_de_la_Loi.8152716-589.art 

EU Ministers Agree to Make Option to Apply Reduced VAT Rates Permanent
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	The Finance Ministers of the EU finally agreed, on the 10th March, to end ten years of haggling on the question of reduced VAT rates by agreeing to make the current temporary measures permanent.  Readers of ACE Info will recall that we have reported on this issue before, particularly at the time when the optional provisions to permit Member States to opt to apply reduced VAT rates to certain labour-intensive service (including construction) were extended to the end of 2009.  It is worth recalling that EU VAT rules are set down in the 2006 VAT Directive and that it requires Member States to apply a VAT rate of at least 15% to the supply of goods and services.  However, it also allows Member States to opt to apply rates as low as 5% to a broad range of areas that are deemed to be essential like medicines or labour-intensive service.


This option, that had already been prolonged, was due to expire on the 31st December 2009, but there has been much campaigning to transform this temporary option into a permanent provision.  The arguments put forward were that the application of reduced VAT to certain sectors has been a significant stimulus to those sectors, that the chosen sectors are local in nature and do not distort the Internal Market and that significant job-creation has occurred in the Member States who have, to date, chosen to apply the reduced VAT option.
With the agreement reached on the 10th March, the construction sector can look forward to the probability that there will now be wider application of the reduced VAT rates for renovation works across the EU.  This is also good news for architects as there should be more work for them too, thus also allowing for the active promotion of the renovation of buildings and potentially creating a win-win-win situation.  For more information go to:
http://www.euractiv.com/en/taxation/eu-ministers-approve-sensitive-vat-reform/article-170258 
Source: Euractiv.com
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ACE-CAE MATTERS
 
Elections in Member Organisations
The ACE has been informed of the following changes in two of its Member Organisations:

Architects Registration Board (ARB) - UK
Voting in the 2009 election of architects to the ARB (The 15-Member ARB Board is comprised of 8 lay persons and 7 architects) ended on Monday 2nd March 2009. The Chairman of the ARB announced the results, in order of election, as follows.  Those elected as architects were George Oldham, Sarah Lupton (Chair of the ACE Work Group on Accreditation and Validation), Colin Roy Brock, Ruth Brennan, Bernard Wyld, Andrew Mortimer and Gordon Gibb.
Following these elections, the election of the new Chair of the ARB took place.  The result is that Beatrice Fraenkel, a qualified industrial designer, was elected as Chair to serve for two years.  In addition to building up a family owned property business, Mrs. Fraenkel has received a personal award from the Commission of Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) for her work in improving quality in the built environment.
The successful candidates will serve as Board members from the 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2012.

Chamber of Architects and Spatial Planning (ZAPS) - Slovenia
On the 5th February last, the Assembly of the ZAPS elected a new President and Board Members for 2009 and 2010.  The new President is Andrej Goljar who succeeds Victor Pust, President from 2004 to 2008.  Also elected at the Assembly were Matjaz Durjava, Kaliopa Dimitrovski Andrews and Radovan Romih.

The ACE Prepares for the European Elections
Readers will undoubtedly be aware that 2009 is the year of European Elections and that it will therefore see the election of a new European Parliament through elections at National level.  2009 will also see the nomination and appointment of new Commissioners to the European Commission, probably only late this year.  As a result, significant change in these two important Institutions is bound to occur.  The European Parliament is the only democratically elected body in the EU and its role in policy-making and legislation has significantly increased in recent years.  For this reason the ACE is preparing, through intense and wide-ranging debate and discussion, a series of policy recommendations that it intends to promote, through its Member Organisations, towards the candidates in the European Elections and, afterwards, to the new European Parliament and Commission.  It is hoped that the final set of recommendations will be adopted at the ACE General Assembly in April, but the draft version has been circulated to Member Organisations so as to enable them to incorporate them into any national actions that they are undertaking in the meantime.
For more information contact the ACE Secretariat at: info@ace-cae.eu 

The ACE at External Events
The ACE is frequently represented by its President, Members of its Executive Board, Chairmen of Work Groups and/or the Secretariat at external events and conferences.  These activities often go unnoticed, but are very important to the pursuit of the policies of the ACE.  Readers who wish to read the activity reports that arise from these representations, where appropriate, can access them in the calendar of external representations maintained on the website of the ACE at the following address:
http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/rep/rep009.asp 

ACE Events and Meetings in March and April 2009:
Meeting of Work Group Education - Bucharest, 27th March
Meeting of Specific Work Group Architectural Competitions - Rome, 27th and 28th March
Meeting of Work Group Accreditation and Validation - Brussels, 15th April
Meeting of the Executive Board - Helsinki, 23rd April
General Assembly Meeting - Helsinki, 24th April
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OTHER MATTERS
 
Special Dossier on International Trade Issues
There have recently been a number of important developments in relation to external trade issues that are, given the fact that the ACE has negotiated with many non-EU countries and regions, of general interest to the ACE.  Furthermore, the upcoming General Assembly of the ACE will welcome many international guests and will open with a short, special session, dedicated to the subject of external trade.  In the following articles, we summarise the most important developments, linking them to the actions of the ACE.

The EU Remains the Worlds Largest Trader in Services
A recent report from Eurostat, shows that the EU is, by far, the largest trader in services in the world.  In 2007 it enjoyed a trade surplus of €84.1 billion with exports valued at €498.5 billion.  Within these figures we see that construction services exported were valued at €15.9 billion thus demonstrating the value of ensuring access to external markets for European service providers, including architects.  In the current recession, ensuring that agreements are in place is more important than ever and so the ACE will re-double its efforts to ensure that, for architectural services, the Commission remains active in getting legally binding agreements on architectural services in place.
Source: Eurostat, Statistics in Focus, 14/2009

Pascal Lamy Hopes to Conclude Doha Round This Summer
On the 3rd March, the Director General of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), Pascal Lamy, told the press that he is hopeful of finalising an agreement to seal the Doha Round of negotiations at a Ministerial meeting this summer.  Doha talks have been in an impasse since July 2008 and, even if technical talks have continued in Geneva, they can only resume at political level once the new USA administration has decided on the broad lines of its trade policy and after India has organised its parliamentary elections.  He also explained that the G20 talks in London in early April could set conditions for resuming discussions.  The most effective way of opening up trade for services would be through a successful Doha Round as, without it, all negotiations have to be on a bi-lateral basis.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9854

EU-South Korea Trade Talks Close to Completion
The delay in signing the EU-Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA) is not expected to impact on the profession-to-profession talks that the ACE has initiated with its counterpart in South Korea, the Korean Institute of Registered architects (KIRA).  In fact two meetings have taken place between the ACE and the KIRA and a text for a Mutual Recognition Agreement is currently being considered by KIRA.  It is hoped that comments will be delivered by the KIRA to the ACE before the special session in its General Assembly.
Negotiators of South Korea and the European Union (EU) reached a tentative agreement on Tuesday 24th March in Seoul over their Free Trade Agreement (FTA), South Korea's Yonhap News Agency reported.  The deal might be finalised in London on April 2 during a meeting between South Korean Trade Minister Kim Jong-hoon and his EU counterpart Catherine Ashton in the margins of the G20 Summit.
EU Trade Commissioner Ashton will now have to find a compromise that will rally the support of all EU Member States, before her meeting next week in London.  Members States representatives were going to meet on Friday, 27th March in the "133 Full Committee".
Source: European Services Forum

Approval for an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the EU and CARIFORUM Requested by the European Parliament
On the 24th February, the Committee on International Trade of the European Parliament gave its conditional green light to the definitive adoption of the EPA between the EU and the 14 States of CARIFORUM, the organisation that brings together the Island Nations of the Caribbean into an economic cooperation community.  There is still much negotiation and detailed work ahead before the EPA is finalised, but it is important to the ACE as initial contacts have taken place at the level of the architectural profession in the CARIFORUM countries with a view to opening cooperation and, possibly, the negotiation of an MRA on architectural services between the ACE and CARIFORUM.  The Executive Board of the ACE decided to respond favourably to the approach by the profession in CARIFORUM and it is possible that an exploratory meeting will take place later this year in Brussels.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9848

Parliamentary Report Recommends Signature of Bi-lateral FTA with India Before end of 2010
In a report adopted by the International Trade Committee of the European Parliament on the 5th March, the Committee criticises the slow progress being made in the talks between the EU and India and it calls for the negotiations to be accelerated so that an FTA can be signed before the end of 2010.  Whilst the report recognises that the priority for both the EU and India remains the Doha Round (see above), it calls for a full FTA to complement the rules and obligations of the WTO.  Although the ACE is not in contact with the profession in India, exploratory contacts have been established in the past with the Indian Mission to the WTO in Geneva and it is clear that the market for architectural services in India is large.  In the event that an FTA is signed, and given that India has expressed interest in MRAs for professional services, notably in architecture, the ACE will assess the interest in opening up talks towards the negotiation of an MRA in the context of the FTA.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9856

EU Regions to get €105 Billion for Green Projects
On the 9th March last, the European Commission announced that it would support job creation by investing €105 billion in green projects under the European Unions Cohesion Policy.  The Cohesion Policy takes up about one third of the EU Budget and it will invest, in the period 2007-2013, a total of €347 billion in about two million co-funded projects in the EU Regions and Member States.  This announcement complements the Commissions Economic Recovery Plan in which the Cohesion Policy has a major role to play.  The Commission is proposing to modify the rules governing the Cohesion Fund to allow for additional advance payments and more flexibility.  Of particular interest to the architectural profession is the announcement that €4.2 billion is to be earmarked for energy efficiency projects in the buildings sector.  For more information go to:
http://www.euractiv.com/en/climate-change/eu-regions-get-105-green-projects/article-180104 
Source: Euractiv.com

The EU is to Phase Out Incandescent Light Bulbs
On the 18th March last, the European Commission officially adopted two regulations to improve energy efficiency of artificial lighting in homes, offices, industry and streets.  The fact that these measures are contained in a Regulation means that they will have immediate effect in the Member States.  The measures included will gradually phase out all incandescent light bulbs and inefficient halogens by 2012.  In the meantime, households will be able to choose between compact fluorescent lamps or efficient halogens.  According to the Commission, the two Regulations, which are adopted under the provisions of the Eco-Design Directive, will reduce energy bills for Europeans by €11 billion every year and reduce CO2 emissions by 32 million tons annually.  For more information, go to:
http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy-efficiency/eu-phase-energy-guzzling-light-bulbs/article-180420 
Source: Euractiv.com

Budapest Wins European Mobility Week Award 2008
On the 23rd February last, Budapest was awarded, in Brussels, the European Mobility Week prize after selection by a panel of independent experts.  The Hungarian capital was awarded the prize for having made what was considered to be the best effort to heighten public awareness of air pollution die to traffic and for promoting sustainable urban transport.  Budapest won out ahead of Almada, Portugal and Zagreb, Croatia, the other two finalists.  The next Mobility week will be held between the 16th and 22nd September 2009.  More information at:
http://www.mobilityweek.eu/ 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9848

The URBACT II Programme now Running at Full Speed
URBACT is a European Programme that aims to foster the exchange of experience among European cities and the capitalisation-dissemination of knowledge on all issues related to sustainable urban development.  The second cycle of the Programme, URBACT II (2007-2013) has rallied 217 cities across Europe to work in 38 different projects.  At the present time, project meetings are being held at a steady pace and Local Support Groups for the projects are being set up.  There are other actions taking place under URBACT II including two consultations, the first of which will seek to bring to light priority topics for the next call for proposals and the second of which will create National Dissemination Points.  Additionally there is an extensive network of experts assisting the URBACT II Programme and all of its activities.  To read more, go to:
http://urbact.eu/ 
Source: URBACT Newletter, 24th March 2009

Concrete Follow up to Leipzig Charter Under Way
During the informal meeting of the ministers in charge of urban development that met in Marseilles on the 25th November 2008 at the initiative of the French Presidency the ministers while adopting a Statement on urban development decided to engage in specific work to devise a European Reference Framework for the implementation of the Leipzig Charter for European Sustainable Cities, and to create two Working Groups for this purpose, a "Members-States/Institutions" Working Group, monitored by France, and a Cities Working Group, Monitored under URBACT.  The launching of the European "Members-States/Institutions" Working Group is under way and it was expected to be put place in the week commencing March, 23rd.  The first session of the Working Group will take place on 21st April.  The complete schedule of  2009 working sessions that are intended to spread over a 12-month period will be known shortly.  It is important to note that it is intended to set up Mirror/Support groups at national level and the ACE, who is involved in the process at EU level through the Urban Development Group (UDG), hopes that the architectural community will actively make relevant input at all levels.

European Parliament in Favour of Professional Cards
On the 19th February, the European Parliament adopted a resolution that was proposed by the IMCO Committee (Internal Market & Consumer Protection) on the basis of the report presented by Charlotte Cederschiold (EPP-ED, Sweden), who believes that it is vital to determine the added value of European professional cards for the majority of service providers.  Noting that professional cards exist for a number of professions, the Parliament believes that any such card, which may be used only as proof of the right to freedom of movement, must be as simple, easy and liberal as possible and must be paid for by the professional organisations themselves.  The Parliament calls on the Commission to look into whether a European professional card would serve as a means of facilitating the cross-border recruitment of service providers, contribute to the security of citizens by checking he identity and qualifications of a service provider, help towards administrative simplification and allow the provision of temporary services.  It is worth noting that it is the Directive on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications (2005/36/EC) that raises the possibility of creating European professional cards.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9845

Parliament Calls for 20% Energy Efficiency Target to be Made Legally Binding
The own-initiative report by Andras Gyurk (EPP-ED, Hungary), which follows up on the National Energy Efficiency Action Plans (NEEAP) that have been submitted by the Member States, was adopted by 616 votes to 24 with 17 abstentions on the 19th February last.  The report underlines the concern of the European Parliament over the delay by the Member States in submitting their NEEAP and of the failings within the NEEAP that means that the 20% targets set at community level are unlikely to be met.  The Report places significant emphasis on the strong potential for energy efficiency in buildings and calls on the Commission to significantly increase the proportion of Structural Funds and Cohesion Funds that are earmarked for improving energy efficiency in existing housing.  To read the report, go to:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A6-2009-0030+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9845

Half Tonne of Municipal Waste for Every Person in the EU in 2007
In the EU-27, 522kg of municipal waste was generated per person in 2007.  Municipal waste, collected by or on behalf of municipal authorities, is made up mainly of households, small business and office waste and it can be treated in several ways.  In the EU27 in 2007, 42% of treated municipal waste was land filled, 20% was incinerated, 22% was recycled and 17% was composted.  The amount generated per person varied from 294kg in the Czech Republic to 801kg in Denmark.  In several countries (Bulgaria, Romania, Lithuania, Malta and Poland) practically all municipal waste was land filled whilst, at the other end of the scale, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Austria recycled or composted nearly two-thirds of all their municipal waste.  To see the full report from Eurostat, go to:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PGP_PRD_CAT_PREREL/PGE_CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2009/PGE_CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2009_MONTH_03/8-09032009-EN-BP.PDF 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9857

The European Parliament Launches its Action Plan to cut its Carbon Footprint by 30% by 2020
In order to cut its carbon footprint, the European Parliament has launched an action plan containing measures to help it to achieve its ambition to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 30% between now and 2020.  This is a welcome development as it demonstrates the commitment of the Parliament to lead by example.  Amongst the measures included are the making of individual studies on ways to improve the energy performance of each building occupied by the Parliament, such as using photovoltaic, solar-thermal and geothermal energy, installing systems to reduce the use of electric lighting and air-conditioning systems.  It also sets out measures to encourage the greater use of trains, bicycles and walking by all staff, including MEPs.  It remains to be seen if the Parliament will achieve its target and whether any lessons will be drawn from the difficulties that will need to be overcome.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9846

Stockholm Named as the Green Capital of Europe 2010; Hamburg Named for 2011
Stockholm and Hamburg were named, on the 23rd February, as the first winners of the European Commission's new European Green Capital award.  Stockholm (800,000 inhabitants) won for its ambitious target to become fossil fuel free by 2050 and for its Integrated Management System that ensures environmental issues are included in the City's budget, operational planning, reporting and monitoring.  It also has a far-reaching programme to develop green areas and for reducing per capita CO2 emissions by 25% compared to levels for 1990.  Hamburg (1,800,000 inhabitants) won for its environmental policy that ensures, among other things, that its air quality is good and that public transport is available to all inhabitants at a distance of no more than 300 metres from their homes.  To read the citations, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/green_cities.html 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9846

EPSO Modernises its Selection Methods
The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) has recently taken its first steps towards modernising and streamlining its selection methods.  Among the measures to be adopted is the publication of notices of competitions in all 23 official languages, clearer applications forms and on-line assistance for filling them in.  It will operate a brand new logo "EU Career - Smart Choice".  It is hoped that the changes will help the EPSO to address some acute shortages that it is suffering at the moment, particularly for candidate linguists to work as conference interpreters and translators.  Furthermore, from 2010, candidates will be tested on the basis of their skills and not their knowledge and the waiting period from an initial application to taking up a post will be cut from 15 months to about 6 months.  To learn more about EPSO and careers in Europe, go to:
http://europa.eu/epso/index_en.htm# 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9854
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Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9846
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PUBLICATIONS
 
European Concept for Accessibility now Available in French
An important book on the topic of inclusive approaches that has relevance for architects and all persons and institutions that are concerned about accessibility, this book is now available in French and can be downloaded at:
http://www.eca.lu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=13&Itemid=26 

ASIEPI Publishes a Series of Information Papers on the EPBD
ASIEPI (Assessment and Improvement of the EPBD Impact) has published a series of informative papers on issues that relate to the technical aspects of the implementation of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive.  Topics covered include air tightness, the impact of thermal bridges and the use of innovative ventilation systems.  To see the reports, go to:
http://www.asiepi.eu/information-papers.html 
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CALL FOR PAPERS
 
The ACE frequently receives notifications of "Calls for Papers" for conferences and seminars worldwide.  You may have written a thesis or doctorate paper that you would like to present or you may have an idea that you wish develop and to share with a wider audience - here is your chance:

Think Globally, Build Locally - the Third International fib Conference
This is a major event for the global concrete industry and it will be held this year in Washington, DC from the 29th May to the 2nd June 2010.  A call for papers has been issued with a deadline of the 15th April for the submission of abstracts.  Full details can be found at:
http://netforum.fib2010washington.com/eweb/upload/MEM08-1171_Brochure_02.pdf 


[image: image7.jpg]


EVENTS
 
Dinner Debate Organised by the ACE and the Parliamentary Intergroup Urban.Logement
On the evening of the 1st April 2009 in Brussels, the ACE has organised in partnership with the Parliamentary Intergroup Urban.Logement, a Dinner Debate with an invited group of Members of the European Parliament, officials from the European Commission and its Agencies, and representatives from cities, regions,  as well as from industry and other organisations.  The debate was centred around the theme of Sustainable Architecture and the Built Environment: Realising European Citizens Needs.  The starting point of the debate was the Council Conclusions on the Contribution of Architecture to Sustainable Development (see ACE Info 5/08) and other important recent political developments in the area of urban development, and it is expected that the outcome of the event will assist the ACE in better framing the message that it intends to transmit to the new Parliament and Commission later this year.

Contemporary Space Exhibition - Athens
An exhibition of 110 awarded buildings and urban planning projects from the 2008 International Architectural Awards will run in Athens (address: 46 Megalou Vassiliou, Rouf-Athens, Greece) until the 17th May 2009.  If you wish to visit the exhibition, you will find more information about the awards here:
www.europeanarch.eu 

6th European Forum on Eco-Innovation
To be held in Berlin, Germany on the 2nd and 3rd April 2009.  The theme for this year is: Technology Transfer: Creating Partnerships for Stimulating Economic Renewal.  For full details go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoinnovation2009/1st_forum/ 

32nd International Turkeybuild Event
To be held in Istanbul from the 6th to the 10th may 2009, this major building, construction materials and technologies trade show will showcase new materials and technologies that are pertinent to the building sector.  For full details go to:
www.turkeybuildistanbul.com 

PV Industry Forum
To be held in Munich, Germany on the 25th and 26th may 2009, this event will look at the increasingly important market for photovoltaics and will look at advances in the associated technology.  Full details at:
www.pvindustry.de 

Concrete: 21st Century Superhero
To be held in London from the 22nd to the 24th June 2009, this annual symposium aims to allow participants to debate issues, understand developments and network with other actors in the building sector.  Full details can be found at:
www.fiblondon09.com 

UIA Congress 2011
An important date for your diary is the next UIA Congress that will take place in Tokyo, Japan from the 25th to the 29th September 2011.  The main theme of the event will be Design 2050 and it will be approached from three key themes: Environment; Life; Survival.  More information can be accessed at:
http://www.uia2011tokyo.com/en/ 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues
The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 
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COMPETITIONS
 
European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture - Mies van der Rohe Prize 2009
The five finalists for the 2009 award have been announced.  They are:
The Multimodal Centre - Nice Tramway, France - Architects: Marc Barani / Atelier Marc Barani
The Zenith Music Hall - Strasbourg, France - Architects: Massimiliano Fuksas, Doriana Fuksas / Massimiliano Fuksas Architecture
The University Luigi Bocconi - Milan, Italy - Architects: Shelley McNamara, Yvonne Farrell / Grafton Architects
The Norwegian Opera and Ballet - Oslo, Norway - Architects: Kjetil Traedal Thorsen, Tarald Lundevall, Craig Dykers, Snøhetta
The Library, Senior Citizens Centre and City Block - Barcelona, Spain - Architects: Rafael Aranda, Carme Pigem, Ramon Vilalta / RCR Aranda Pigem Vilalta Arquitectes
On 7 May 2009 the winner of the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture/Mies van der Rohe Awards will be announced during a press conference at the winning building chosen by the Jury. The Award ceremony will take place in Barcelona on 9 May 2009 at the Mies van der Rohe Pavilion.  Further information can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/news1932_en.htm 

RIBA List of Current Competitions
The RIBA - one of the British Member Organisations of the ACE - maintains a listing of architectural design competitions that it runs for clients on its website at the following address:
www.architecture.com/competitions 

Deadline Today - Call for Entries for new Wonderland Exhibition
Deadline Today is an exhibition project by Wonderland - a Platform for Architecture - with the ambition to provide a comprehensive overview of European architectural design contests, focusing on the role they play for architectural practices.  99 individual stories and a selection of physical models will showcase the splendid variety Europe has to offer in architectural competitions.  The call for entries is now open and the application deadline is 1st April 2009.  To download the application, visit: 
www.wonderland.cx

Europan 10
The 10th Edition of Europan was launched on the 19th January last on the theme of Inventing Urbanity: Regeneration, Revitalisation, Colonisation.  Registrations must be made by the 29th May 2009 and the deadline for submissions is set at 29th June 2009.  To get full details go to:
http://www.europan-europe.com/e10/gb/home/welcome.php 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
 
Selection of Useful and interesting links:

European Commission homepage
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

Search page for Commission documents
http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

The Barroso Commission:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

The European Parliament Homepage:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu 

Website of the Czech Presidency (Jan09 to Jun09)
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/ 

Website of the French Presidency (Jul08 to Dec08)
http://ue2008.fr 

European Forum for Architectural Policies
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/ 

EU Video Website:
http://www.youtube.com/eutube 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:
http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

Sustainable building website
www.sustainablebuilding.info

Collegi d'Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:
http://www.coac.net/international/ 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:
http://www.archieuro.archiworld.it

Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:
http://www.ectp.org

Website of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPED) Platform:
http://www.buildingsplatform.org 

ArchiEuropa website - comparative information on practice of architecture:
http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

Archi-Student website - a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:
www.archi-students.org 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):
http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

Passive and Downdraught Cooling in Buildings - The website of an EU-funded project that shows the way towards a pragmatic alternative to conventional air conditioning in buildings:
www.phdc.eu 

Database of Digital Architecture - A new, subscription based website that contains several sections including one that provides images of the works of the great masters of architect and videos of talks by famous architects has been set up.  For full information go to:
www.pidgeondigital.com 

Interactive Database for Architects - Launched in March 2008, this site provides an opportunity for all architectural practices to become globally recognised.  Check it out at:
www.worldarchitecture.org 

ACE Website:
www.ace-cae.eu 

Useful tip:

In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: "_en".  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of "en") and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

French _fr        German _de        Danish _da        Swedish _sv
Italian _it        Spanish _es        Greek _el        Dutch _nl
Portuguese _pt        Finnish _fi        Czech _cs        Maltese _mt
Estonian _et        Latvian _lv        Lithuanian _lt        Polish _pl
Hungarian _hu        Slovene _sl        Slovak _sk        Bulgarian _bg
Romanian _ro


The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:
The ACE President: Juhani Katainen
Board Member Responsible for Communication: Serban Tiganas 
The Secretary General of the ACE:  Alain Sagne
Senior Adviser to the ACE:Adrian Joyce

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about ten editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.

End
