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Editorial:

Welcome to the second edition of ACE Info in 2009 in which you will be able to read about the developments that affect the built environment and the architectural profession as they are occurring across the EU.  It is not all bad news as you will see in the article about the establishment of the Sub-Group on architectural qualifications below, a matter of some satisfaction for the ACE and a positive result of its work over recent years that promises to ensure that the necessary high of level of qualifications for the architectural profession is safeguarded in the interests of society.

On a less positive note, the ACE and its Member Organisations have observed that the transposition of the Services Directive is leading a number of Member States to question the role of Chambers (and similar professional regulatory bodies set up under law).  This arises out of the provision in the Directive whereby Member States must evaluate the effects of laws and regulations on access to and exercise of service activities in their territories.  For each and every law or regulation on the exercise of a service activity, they must demonstrate that its effects are non-discriminatory, necessary and proportional.

The reality is that a number of Member States are using this requirement to further push the de-regulatory trend that current EU Policy promotes and, in the case of the architectural profession, to do so to the detriment of the public interest.  Questions have been raised about various powers delegated to Chambers such as rules on how to get registered, rules about the need to have professional experience before registration and rules that give to Chambers the power to examine the quality and standard of architectural design work before such work is submitted for planning approval at the local administration.

It is recalled that the ACE Conference, Designing the Future: The Market and Quality of Life (April 2008), clearly demonstrated, before the global economic crisis broke, that it is not possible to de-regulate and let the forces of the market decide what is best for society.  In fact it clearly showed that there is a need for appropriate regulation that is written with the public interest at heart and an understanding of how a regulated profession is best organised.  To further emphasise the point made by the ACE, it has been noted that the Czech Constitutional Court, in a decision about the profession of Veterinarian, underlined in its judgement that there are certain regulated professions that have a significant impact on the public interest that are best regulated via the establishment of a Chamber and that membership of the Chamber should be compulsory for anyone wishing to pursue the regulated profession covered.

In order to better understand the implications of what is happening at the present time, the ACE has initiated a structured reflection on these matters and a review of its Policy on Competition Issues.  It is expected that the conclusions of the work can be disseminated to decision makers and that it will lead to a more reasoned assessment of existing laws and regulations by the Member States. Furthermore, it is hoped that we may be on the cusp of a realisation by national governments and the EU Institutions, that the Chamber system is, at least for the architectural profession, a highly appropriate model for the regulation of the profession.

This edition is also available in French.
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Expert Sub-Group on Architectural Qualifications Established
On the 27th January last, the Group of National Coordinators that was set up under Article 56 of the Professional Qualifications Directive (2006/36/EC), agreed to establish a Sub-Group of Experts on Architectural Qualifications.  The mandate of the Sub-Group is to accept requests from the Group of Coordinators to examine notified qualifications in the field of architecture on which either the European Commission or a Member State has raised doubts as to the compliance of the notified qualifications with the provisions of the Directive. The setting up of the Sub-Group represents a significant step, for the architectural profession, in the implementation of the Professional Qualifications Directive and it was necessary as the education and training of architects is not harmonised across the Member States of the European Union, meaning that an expert analysis is needed to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Directive.
Action now moves to Member State level as it will be important to ensure that experts nominated to sit on the Sub-Group are fully informed and knowledgeable in the education and training of architects and, ideally, in the administrative procedures that are followed in the Member States when applications for recognition of qualifications are made.  The ACE will continue to monitor these developments in order to satisfy itself that the composition of the Sub-Group is appropriate and that the Group of Coordinators takes its reports into account when it decides on the publication (or not) of a notified qualification.

Economy Recovery Plan Emphasises the Role of Energy Efficiency
The European Commission published, in late 2008, its Economic Recovery Plan (ERP) that sets out the key elements that it sees are necessary in order for the European Union and its Member States to weather the current economic crisis and to emerge from these difficult times in a world-leader position.  It is very encouraging for the ACE, its Member Organisations and for the architectural profession to read that the Commission has identified measures on energy efficiency as having a central role to play in the economic recovery.  Specifically it highlights the huge potential that would accrue from the improvement of the energy efficiency of existing buildings.  In focussing on this aspect of energy efficiency, the Commission realises that investment in the energy efficiency of existing buildings would create jobs, encourage innovation and reduce the carbon emissions of the EU I a significant way.
It was therefore with great concern that the ACE recently learnt that the aspects of the ERP that relate to Energy Efficiency are still "under discussion" and that just €500 million of the €2 billion promised under the plan will definitely go to energy efficiency of buildings. This concern was echod by many speakers, including several MEPs, during a mini-hearing organised by the ITRE (Industry, Research and Energy) Committee of the European Parliament on the 16th February.  The ACE will be tracking this issue in order to ensure, as far as possible, that the necessary resources and measures to encourage the increased energy efficiency of our buildings will be forthcoming under the ERP.  To read the full text of the ERP, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/Comm_20081126.pdf 
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ACE MATTERS

 
In Memoriam - Gunham Danisman
It was with great sadness that the ACE recently learnt of the death of the Turkish architect, Gunham Danisman.  He was a highly influential person in the international representation of Turkish architects and he was the Head of the Delegation of the Chamber of Architects of Turkey to the ACE and an active Council Member of the International Union of Architects (UIA), notably in connection with the organisation of the UIA Congress that took place in Istanbul in 2005.  He will be greatly missed by all of his friends and colleagues in the architectural profession.

New Executive Board - New Vice-President - New Duties
At its First Meeting in 2009, the Executive Board of the ACE welcomed five new members who had been nominated in accordance with the rules of the ACE to serve for 2009 and 2010 under the rotation principle.  It also learnt from the President, Juhani Katainen (FI), that Jordi Querol (ES), Vice-President, had resigned from the ACE.  As a result, it considered the distribution of roles within the Board and decided to attribute the duties as follows:

John Wright (UK) will be Vice-President for 2009 and will also act as Coordinator for Thematic Area Practice of the Profession; Vincent Cassar (MT) will be Treasurer and Coordinator of Thematic Area Architecture and Quality of Life; Jean-Paul Scalabre (FR) will be Coordinator of Thematic Area  Access to the Profession; Jos Leyssens (BE) will be Vice-Coordinator for Thematic Area Access to the Profession and responsible for Sponsorship; Christian Lerche (DK) will be Vice-Treasurer and Vice-Coordinator for Thematic Area Practice of the Profession; Eva Tetenyi (HU) will be Vice-Coordinator for Architecture and Quality of Life; Serban Tiganas (RO) will be responsible for Communication; Olgierd Dziekonski (PL) will be responsible for Diplomatic Relations and finally, Dalibor Borak (CZ) will be the Co-Chair of the Joint Working Party of the ACE with the Schools of Architecture represented by the European Association for Architectural Education (EAAE).

Architecture and Quality of Life - Workshop in Malta
On the 30th and 31st January last, a Workshop that brought together many of the delegates from the Member Organisations of the ACE that are involved in the Thematic Area Architecture and Quality of Life, took place in Malta.  The objective of the Workshop was to take stock of progress made in the important work areas covered and to decide on an efficient and productive means of moving forward with the work in hand.  The topics covered included the environment and sustainable architecture, housing, urban issues and research, many of which are high on the political agendas of the European Union and of Member States.  Furthermore, strong interest in starting a strand of work on Architectural Heritage was expressed and the ACE is now looking at the subject with a view to elaborating the concept of the creative management of this valuable cultural aspect of our society.  At the same Workshop, the tasks assigned to each Work group were reviewed and redefined and several changes to the way work will be undertaken were proposed.
Following this Workshop, from which very positive results arise, it will be for the Executive Board of the ACE to confirm the various proposed changes to personnel and tasks.  The success of the event and the commitment shown by the people brings promise to the probability of making the views of architects on the topics covered better known in the years ahead.

Changes in Member Organisations
The Kamra Tal Periti (KTP), the Maltese Chamber of Architects, Member Organisation of the ACE has elected a new President.  He is Vincent Cassar, the Treasurer of the ACE and Coordinator of the Thematic Area Architecture and Quality of Life.  He succeeds David Felice, who is also an ex-member of the Executive Board of the ACE.

The ACE at External Events
The ACE is frequently represented by its President, Members of its Executive Board, Chairmen of Work Groups and/or the Secretariat at external events and conferences.  These activities often go unnoticed, but are very important to the pursuit of the policies of the ACE.  Readers who wish to read the activity reports that arise from these representations can access them in the calendar of external representations maintained on the website of the ACE at the following address:
http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/rep/rep009.asp 

ACE Events and Meetings in February and March 2009:
General Coordination Meeting - Brussels - 20th February
Meeting of the CEOs and Correspondents of the Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE - Brussels - 5th March
Meeting of Work Group Cost Information Systems - Brussels - 5th March
Meeting of the Finance Committee - Brussels - 6th March
Executive Board Meeting - Brussels - 6th and 7th March
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OTHER MATTERS

 
European Year of Creativity and Innovation
It was at a ceremony held on the 7th January in Prague, that the European Year of Creativity and Innovation was launched.  The slogan for the Year is Imagine. Create. Innovate.  The launch event was attended by seven of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation ambassadors, among whom were the former Prime Minister of Finland, Esko Tapani Aho, the German inventor, Karlheinz Brandenburg, the French researcher, Dominique Langevin, the Hungarian architect and inventor, Erno Rubik and the Romanian film director, Radu Mihaileanu.  At the event a set of recommendations aimed at EU governments and institutions was adopted.  The aim of the Year is to raise awareness of the importance of creativity and innovation as key competences for personal, social and economic development.  It has acquired special significance in the context of the current economic slowdown as the events to be organised will emphasis that Europe should not react to the crisis by reducing investment in skills and innovation.  On the contrary, the crisis should be a stimulus to investment.  To read more about the Year, go to:
http://www.create2009.europa.eu 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9812

DQI Licensed for use in the USA
The Construction Industry Council of the UK has announced that the pioneering online process for evaluating the design quality of buildings, known as Design Quality Indicator (DQI), has been licensed for use in the USA.  The ACE recently held a special session of its General Assembly on the subject of Indicators for Quality in the Built Environment at which Robin Nicholson of the RIBA and the CABE presented the DQI approach.  The news that the DQI is to be licensed to the USA is seen as a further indication of the rapidly increasing interest that is being shown in the subject of devising suitable means of measuring the quality of buildings and, more broadly, of the built environment.
Reinforcing these developments, is the news that the European Commission (DG Regio) has decided, after many years of encouragement from the ACE, to establish a small expert group in which the ACE will participate, that is charged with the task of defining indicators for sustainable cities.  It is expected that issues of quality will be a cornerstone of this work and that it will result in significant influence on the quality of both the processes (through, for example, changes in public procurement procedures, use of the EU Structural Funds etc.) and the outcomes of activities that lead to the creation of our cities.
Source: Construction Industry Council and the ACE

European Parliament Disappointed in National Energy Efficiency Action Plans
The European Parliament has unanimously adopted a report prepared by Andras Gyurk (EPP-ED, Hungary) that expresses concern about the quality of the National Energy Efficiency Action Plans (NEEAPs) that have been notified to the European Commission by Member States in accordance with the provisions of the Directive on Final Energy Use and Energy Services.  The report calls on the Commission to make the target of 20% energy efficiency savings by 2020 legally binding and it urges the Member States to set realistic interim targets.  The Report also highlights the huge potential of buildings and urges the Commission to significantly increase the percentage of Structural Funds and Cohesion Funds allocated to improving the energy efficiency of existing housing.
A separate initiative, known as the Energy Efficiency Watch (Chaired by Mechthild Rothe MEP) in which the ACE participates, has also expressed similar concerns about the NEEAPs and their singular lack of ambition and real actions.  It is hoped that Member States will react positively to these criticisms and voluntarily revise their NEEAPs in order to give Europe a chance of meeting its 2020 Targets.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9825

350 Cities Pledge to Exceed EU Climate Goals
On the 10th February last, the Mayors of over 350 European Cities pledged, at the Signature ceremony of the Covenant of Mayors, to reduce their CO2 emissions by more than the EU target of 20% by 2020.  The European Commission considers that cities can and should play a significant part in achieving sustainable development in Europe.  Tangible indications of this view can be seen in the limited Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment (2006) and in the setting up of the Covenant of Mayors.  Further evidence of this conviction among decision-makers can be seen in the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities that was signed by the Ministers responsible for urban and spatial development in May 2007.  To support the pledge made by the cities, the European Investment Bank (EIB) announced that it is working with the European Commission to set up a €15 million grant to support the development of energy efficiency and sustainable energy projects in European cities and regions.  For more on the Covenant of Mayors, go to:
http://www.eumayors.eu 
Source: Euractiv.com

European Sustainable Energy Week
The third European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) took place from the 9th to the 13th February and counted over 300 events across the European Union.  The ACE was represented at many events and it provided speakers for four events in Brussels during the week.  The existence of the EUSEW is a clear sign of the significantly increased political importance being accorded to energy issues by the European Institutions.  Among the many events was a ceremony to award the Sustainable Energy Week Awards 2009 and among the prize-winners was Sonae Sierra (PT) a civic architecture specialist seeking to incorporate sustainable energy practices into the development and management of buildings.  To see more on the ESEW, go to:
http://www.eusew.eu/ 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9838

Reasoned Opinions Against Member States
The European Commission has sent reasoned opinions to a number of Member States that are not abiding by the provisions of several EU Directives related to energy.  In relation to the transposition of the Energy Services Directive (2006/32/EC), twenty Member States were sent reasoned opinions: Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech republic, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Sweden and the United Kingdom!  A reasoned opinion was also sent to Bulgaria for failure to implement Directive 2003/54/EC on common rules for the internal market in electricity.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9829

APEC Architect Project - New Secretariat
At its Third Central Council Meeting in Vancouver, the APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation) Architect Project appointed the Philippine Monitoring Committee as its Secretariat for the period 2009-2010.  It takes over from the Mexican Monitoring Committee that acted as Secretariat for the period 2007-2008.  The objective of the project is to facilitate the free movement of architects between economies that form part of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation initiative.  For further information, visit the website of the APEC Architect Project at:
http://www.apecarchitects.org/ 
Source: APEC Architect Project - Secretariat

Brussels Region Seek "Master Architect"
In a drive to promote architectural projects of high quality and in order to assist the Brussels Capital Region to achieve its ambitions to enhance the quality of its urban environment for its citizens, a call for candidates to the (new) position of "Master Architect" has been launched.  The concept of the post follows the model of the Dutch and Flemish Bouwmeester.  If you are interested in applying, they consult the conditions for the post at the following address:
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_one_doc_access.dfl&Template=TED/N_one_result_detail_curr.htm&docnumber=31686-2009&docId=31686-2009&StatLang=FR 
Source: Ministère de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale

UNESCO Chair on Preventative Conservation, Maintenance and Monitoring of Monuments and Sites
The Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation (RLICC) at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium) has announced the inauguration of the UNESCO Chair on Preventative Conservation, Maintenance and Monitoring of Monuments and Sites on the 24th and 25th March 2009.  The aim of establishing the Chair is to identify research and educational activities in the field in order to contribute to identification of the particularities of preservation policies and practice; to develop new appropriate tools and techniques to improve preventative preservation strategies and to develop legal frameworks, policies and exemplary field applications that account for the variety of cultural and social contexts within the field.  Further information can be found at:
http://sprecomah.eu/network/ 
Source: Ministère de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale
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PUBLICATIONS

 
Architecture and Digital Archives
A collection of writings on this increasingly important topic, this book is bi-lingual in content (French and English) and explores questions such as how to assure an efficient and permanent archive for architecture, what standards should be followed, what problems arise etc.  It can be purchased online at:
http://www.infolio.ch/detailcatalogue2.php?LivreID=354 

Building Happiness - Architecture to Make You Smile
Launched in October 2008, this book is the culmination of an ongoing project that started in early 2007 in the UK and included, among other things, a public debate.  It is a collection of essays, studies; thoughts and preambles from some of the UK's leading architects, commentators, creatives and thinkers on what influences happiness, where it can be found and whether we are capable of constructing it.  For more information, go to:
http://blackdogonline.com/architecture/building-happiness.html 

The Architectural Services Industry Report
An annual report that contains timely and accurate industry statistics, forecasts and demographics, the latest edition has recently been published by Research and Markets Ltd.  For more information and a table of contents, go to:
http://www.researchandmarkets.com/product/19e969/2009_worldwide_architectural_services_industry 
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CALL FOR PAPERS

 
The ACE frequently receives notifications of "Calls for Papers" for conferences and seminars worldwide.  You may have written a thesis or doctorate paper that you would like to present or you may have an idea that you wish develop and to share with a wider audience - here is your chance:

Structures and Architecture - Guimaraes, Portugal 21st to 23rd July 2010
This event will provide an opportunity to disseminate knowledge of the most advanced technologies, to promote understanding of complex architectural and structural applications and to explore the historical context of the relationship between architecture and structural engineering.  A call for papers on the themes of the event has been launched with a deadline for the submission of abstracts set for the 31st May 2009.  For full details, go to:
www.icsa2010.com 
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  EVENTS

 
EcoProcura 2009
A major event on the subject of sustainable procurement, this seventh conference in the series, will be held in Reykjavik, Iceland, from the 25th to the 27th March 2009.  For full details go to:
http://www.iclei-europe.org/index.php?id=ecoprocura2009 

European Business Summit 2009
To be held in Brussels, BE on the 26th and 27th March 2009, this conference will explore the daring measures that are needed in order to ensure that Europe can maintain, in tough economic times, its ambitions to be a strong world player.  It is being organised by BusinessEurope in cooperation with the European Commission and the Czech Presidency of the EU.  Full details can be found at:
www.ebsummit.eu 

Vulnerability of 20th Century Cultural Heritage to Hazards and Prevention Measures
To be held on the island of Leros (EL), from the 22nd to the 24th April 2009, this conference will provide a forum for scientists and experts in the field of the theme of the conference to improve and update information and scientific achievements and policy in the risk management of cultural heritage.  For full details, go to:
http://associazioni.comune.firenze.it/cicop/english/congresses.htm 

UIA Congress 2011
An important date for your diary is the next UIA Congress that will take place in Tokyo, Japan from the 25th to the 29th September 2011.  The main theme of the event will be Design 2050 and it will be approached from three key themes: Environment; Life; Survival.  More information can be accessed at:
http://www.uia2011tokyo.com/en/ 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues
The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 
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COMPETITIONS

 
None to report in this edition.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

 
Selection of Useful and interesting links:

European Commission homepage
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

Search page for Commission documents
http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

The Barroso Commission:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

The European Parliament Homepage:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu 

Website of the Czech Presidency (Jan09 to Jun09)
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/ 

Website of the French Presidency (Jul08 to Dec08)
http://ue2008.fr 

European Forum for Architectural Policies
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/ 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:
http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

Sustainable building website
www.sustainablebuilding.info

Collegi d'Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:
http://www.coac.net/international/ 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:
http://www.archieuro.archiworld.it

Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:
http://www.ectp.org

Website of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPED) Platform:
http://www.buildingsplatform.org 

ArchiEuropa website - comparative information on practice of architecture:
http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

Archi-Student website - a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:
www.archi-students.org 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):
http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

Passive and Downdraught Cooling in Buildings - The website of an EU-funded project that shows the way towards a pragmatic alternative to conventional air conditioning in buildings:
www.phdc.eu 

Database of Digital Architecture - A new, subscription based website that contains several sections including one that provides images of the works of the great masters of architect and videos of talks by famous architects has been set up.  For full information go to:
www.pidgeondigital.com 

Interactive Database for Architects - Launched in March 2008, this site provides an opportunity for all architectural practices to become globally recognised.  Check it out at:
www.worldarchitecture.org 

ACE Website:
www.ace-cae.eu 

Useful tip:

In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: "_en".  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of "en") and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

French _fr        German _de        Danish _da        Swedish _sv
Italian _it        Spanish _es        Greek _el        Dutch _nl
Portuguese _pt        Finnish _fi        Czech _cs        Maltese _mt
Estonian _et        Latvian _lv        Lithuanian _lt        Polish _pl
Hungarian _hu        Slovene _sl        Slovak _sk        Bulgarian _bg
Romanian _ro


The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:
The ACE President:Juhani Katainen
Board Member Responsible for Communication: Serban Tiganas 
The Secretary General of the ACE: Alain Sagne
Senior Adviser to the ACE: Adrian Joyce

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about ten editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.

End
