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Athens, June 26th 2007
Practice of the Profession and Trade in Architectural Services

Transposition of the Qualification Directive

Questionnaire
Following the ACE’s document 37/3/2007 regarding the transposition of the Qualifications Directive into the national law of member states, the Association of Greek Architects – Pan-Hellenic Union of Architects (SADAS-PEA) undertook relevant initiatives in the spirit of the decisions of the ACE’s General Assembly and bodies, in order to clarify the situation concerning the transposition of the directive 36/2005 in our country. Therefore, SADAS-PEA’s Executive Board decided to form a workgroup of few members that undertook contacting both the Technical Chamber of Greece and the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, which is the ministry responsible for architects in our country. Following repeated meetings in the presence of representatives of the Technical Chamber of Greece, SADAS-PEA and the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, we managed to gather some data that allow us to inform you on the progress of the transposition of directive 36/2005 in Greece.  SADAS-PEA is still working intensively on the matter and is already undertaking initiatives for the information of the concerned parties about its positions, also within the frame of the ACE’s decisions. 

Regarding the questionnaire in particular, we would like to inform you on the following: 

1. Which Ministry in your country is responsible for the transposition of the provisions of the Qualifications Directive as they affect the architectural profession?

The ministry that is responsible for the transposition of the Qualifications Directive in Greece is the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, which is preparing and processing a draft Presidential Decree. For that reason, it has formed an interministerial committee of official executives with the relevant ministries, i.e. the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works and the Ministry of Development. In particular, certain views of the Technical Chamber of Greece about the improvement of the provisions of the draft Presidential Decree under edition, have been transferred through the representatives of the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works. 

Last week, SADAS-PEA was officially informed about the draft Presidential Decree on the transposition of the directive by the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works and was recently informed by the Technical Chamber of Greece and the representatives of the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works in the interministerial committee. Therefore, it intends to contact the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs and to ask for the possibility of declaring its views before the final formation of the draft Presidential Decree.   
2. Have you contacted the person directly dealing with the transposition of the Qualifications Directive for the architectural profession?  See Annexe 2 of this note for the name of the person from your country who attended the meeting in September 2006 of the Commission’s Implementation Group for this Directive.

Although SADAS-PEA has contacted the representatives of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs and asked them to participate in the meetings with the Technical Chamber of Greece and the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, they did not attend. We have a close cooperation with the representatives of the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works and we constantly inform them on our proposals.   

3. Has your Government decided whom it intends to appoint as its representative to the Committee under Article 58?

So far there is no such information. 
4. Does your government intend to establish a grouping within your country to support its nominee to the Article 58 Committee and, if so, who will represent the interests of the architectural profession in any such grouping?

So far there is no such information. 
5. Who does your Government intend to appoint as Coordinator under Article 56(4)?

Α) According to Article 54 of the Presidential Decree (transfer of article 56 (3) of the directive):
A collective body of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs is formed, named “Council of Qualifications’ Recognition”, which has the decisive competence of the recognition of the right to exercise a certain legislatively regulated profession in Greece.      
Β) Among other things, the composition of the “Council of Qualifications’ Recognition” (Article 55 of the Presidential Decree)  provides:   

· The national coordinator appointed under Article 56 of the directive 36/2005/EC by the Minister of Education and Religious Affairs as vice president of the “Council of Qualifications’ Recognition”, with his replacement.  …………………………………………………………………………………………..

· A representative of the service of the specific Ministry, responsible for matters of professional license, appointed with his replacement by the specific Minister.    

· A representative of the specific or relevant professional organization as the case may be, appointed with his replacement by the professional organization.   

The same article also provides: in order to support its work, the Council can form, when considered necessary, three-member committees, composed of:   

· a representative of the Hellenic National Academic Recognition and Information Centre.
· a representative of the specific professional organization as the case may be, proposed by the professional organization.  

· an employee of the service of the specific Ministry, responsible for matters of professional license, proposed by the specific Minister. 
C) Also, according to article 58 of the Presidential Decree (transfer of articles 56 and 57 of the directive) a Directorate of Qualifications’ Recognition of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs is formed, under the Minister of Education and Religious Affairs, pertaining to the Directorate-General of European and International Education Matters of the Central Service of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs.    
The service will have the following competences:
a) to provide secretarial support to the Council of Qualifications’ Recognition and to:
receive the applications of interested parties for the recognition of professional qualifications, process them, prepare the files of the applicants and submit them to the Council of Qualifications’ Recognition for the issue of the decision.   
b) operate as a “contact point” for the interested parties.
In relation to the above-mentioned arrangements, SADAS-PEA asks for the appointment of the Technical Chamber of Greece as the competent authority:

1) according to article 7 (1 and 6) of title II of the draft Presidential Decree (Free Provision of Services)     

2) according to articles 13 and 14 of Chapter I of title III (General system of recognition of education titles) and according to article 56 (3) of the directive. 

It also asks for the appointment of SADAS-PEA as contact point according to article 57 of the directive, for architects owning education titles according to article 10 of chapter I (General system of recognition of education titles) paragraphs b) and c) that do not fulfill the conditions of chapter III. 
We therefore propose that SADAS-PEA acts as “contact point” for interested architects and that it: 
      Α) provides Greek citizens and other member states’ citizens, as well as contact points of other member states of the European Union, with any useful information regarding the recognition of professional qualifications of architects, provisioned in the present decree, and especially regarding the national law that regulates the architectural profession and its practice, including social legislation and deontology rules.  
Β) supports citizens with the exercise of rights offered by the present decree and through its cooperation with the other “contact points” and the rest of the competent administrative services in Greece.   
C) gathers data about the terms of access and practice of the legislative regulated architectural profession in Greece and in the member states of the European Union, that fall under the application field of the present decree, as well as any useful information regarding the implementation of the present decree.     
6. Has your Government planned to assist its Coordinator to be properly informed by you and other ACE Member Organisations of the characteristics of the architectural profession and of the procedures needed to uphold standards in the recognition of qualifications and in challenges to qualifications?

So far there is no such information. 
7. Is your Member Organisation proposed to be designated as a competent authority under Article 56 of the Qualifications Directive for the architectural profession?  If not, who is to be designated as the competent authority?

So far there is no such information. 
8. If the answer to question 7 is no, do you believe that your Organisation should be nominated as a competent authority for the architectural profession?  If so, have you started any lobbying actions in order to achieve this ambition?

So far there is no such information. 
9. Are you aware that there is a need to notify to the Commission any qualifications in architecture that are fundamentally revised or new?  Does your country intend (either under the Architects’ Directive or the Qualifications Directive) to notify any new or revised qualifications?  If so, what is your view of the qualifications you expect to be notified?

Our country’s representatives in the Advisory Committee for the Architect’s Directive are cooperating with SADAS-PEA and the Technical Chamber of Greece, in order to form our views on the matter of the revision of qualifications or the potential addition of new ones. In any case, we believe that the conditions of article 46 of the directive 36/2005 as well as the five-year single studies should be ensured, for the conservation of the profession’s high level.     

10. If you are from an EU country which acceded in 2004, are you aware that the listed qualifications in the Qualifications Directive for the architectural profession are only valid up to the reference year 2006/2007?  This means that any students commencing studies in September 2007 will not be starting on a recognised course for the purposes of Title III Chapter III of the Directive unless the qualifications that those persons will receive are notified to the Commission.  Can you therefore inform the ACE whether or not there are plans to make the necessary notifications to the European Commission?

This does not stand for Greece. 
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